[December, of Pennsylvania, lecturer on anatomy, &c., &c., aided in the practical part by Joseph E. Parker, dentist. Every work treating on dental science should demand of us a careful and attentive perusal. It is only by a thorough pathological and physiological knowledge of our profession that we must expect properly to be guided in our manipulations, and without this knowledge we will often, not only injure our patients, but degrade ourselves and profession in the estimation of an enlightened and confiding public.
It is lamentable that the ground work of our profession has received so little attention from those who have spent their time, and I might say, lives, in its practice. I hope the time has passed when a few weeks spent in learning the technical names of the dental organism, and in collecting a case of forceps, turnkeys and pluggers, shall be considered sufficient to qualify even the "seventh son" for the duties and responsibilities of our profession.
I must confess that a somewhat laborious practice of sixteen years and upwards, (with at least a smattering knowledge of medicine to start on,) has not been sufficient to give me that success m practice, or that confidence in a "royal road to knowledge," I could desire.
Let us hope, however, Mr. President, that, with the aid of improved microscopes, the magnetic telegraph and phreno-mnemotechny, the "rising generation" may travel on this road, if not royal, at least electric, faster than we have done.
The structure of the teeth has of late years received considerable attention, not only in a pathological, but geological point of view. Their "peculiar conformation indicate so exactly the type of animal to which they belong, that they are found to furnish the best characteristic marks by which to classify the members of the animal kingdom."
The researches of Cuvier, Rousseau, Purkinje, Miiller, professor Retzius, and, still more recent, those of Mr. Nasmyth, must be read with considerable interest by every dentist. Not that they have settled the question of the structure of the teeth, but they point out the road by which much important knowledge is to be acquired. I But, above all, they are beautiful and admirable injection pipes, requiring only the slight touch of an instrument to put them in operation. Truly, I think our western and southern physicians should, before they "order," consult the doctor in the purchase of their instruments, and thus avoid "exciting the risibility" of their brethren in the east.
Mr. President, I must confess that, in the perusal of this work, I have been much disappointed, having understood that the doctor's labors run in another field than that of practical dentistry, being demonstrator of anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania, lecturer on anatomy, etc. etc., possessing such opportunities, having already acquired some reputation as a writer, and certainly having ability to do such a work as is needed, justice. I did look forward with considerable pleasure, hoping to see a work supplying that link between medical and dental science which the interest of both, in some measure, demand. A work more pathological than practical, showing the effect of diseased dental organs on the general system. The influence of such disease on the stomach, lungs, the nervous system, and through these on other diseases. I now dismiss this subject, hoping that my remarks may lead to investigation, by which means alone we may expect to arrive at the truth, and thereby benefit ourselves and the community, who look to us as preservators of organs on which, in some measure, all the rest depend.
